Education 449 Journal Entry #10: Observations of a 1st and 3rd Grade Class Reflection


During my last week of student teaching I got the opportunity to observe for a full day in Mrs. Bardo’s 1st grade class and then in Mrs. Catherman’s 3rd grade class at Kelly Elementary. This opportunity was particularly helpful because it gave me a broader picture of what it is like to work in an elementary school in a grade other than Kindergarten. Someday I may be asked to teach in a grade other than Kindergarten and be prepared to do so. These observations also gave me the opportunity to view other teaching styles, classroom set ups, classroom management techniques and rewards systems, and how the teachers interacted with a variety of students with unique academic, social, and behavioral needs.

It was interesting to note the similarities and especially the differences between Kindergarten and 1st  grade, especially in thinking about the new expectations and challenges for students as they enter 1st grade. Behaviors that are acceptable in Kindergarten as students are learning how to act in a formal school setting and how to interact with others are not tolerated in 1st grade. One of the first things that I noticed that was different about 1st grade when comparing it to Kindergarten was how independent the students were, especially in completion of their morning jobs. On one of the walls of Mrs. Bardo’s classroom had cardboard cutouts of frogs sitting on logs that indicated which classroom jobs certain students were responsible for. Students who bought lunch also choose these independently at the beginning of the day, unlike in Kindergarten where I would read the lunch chooses aloud and guide students who were buying lunch through the process. There were also higher expectations for students in terms of being on task. In addition to this less time was taken relaying expectations for students as they made transitions in terms of reviewing correct behaviors. 

One similarity I noticed between the Kindergarten class I student taught in and the 1st  

grade class I observed was the content that was being presented. During math students in Mrs. Bardo’s 1st grade class were learning about what sides and corners are. This reminded me of the unit I had only a few weeks before taught my Kindergartners in math about two-dimensional shapes, one of the lessons focusing on what sides are and what corners are. I also observed a KWL chart similar to the one I have done with my Kindergarten students a few times in science, and similar concepts being reviewed in calendar, but with opportunities for students to practice telling time, using tally marks to record the number of days they have been in school, and more descriptive word choices to describe the day’s weather. 


Mrs. Catherman’s 3rd grade class appeared to be a world apart from a day in Kindergarten. One difference I noticed right away was how much more structured the day was and, not only that, but the class stuck to their schedule fairly precisely. The day was very fast paced and students were not focused on one activity for too long, with students often being put on the clock. Mrs. Catherman made every minute in the day count, and one of the reasons for such a tight schedule is all the material that students are expected to know and understand when they take their state standardized tests in the Spring.


Although all three classrooms(including the Kindergarten classroom in which I student taught) that I have observed in at Kelly Elementary were very different from the age of the students to the content being taught to the daily schedule, one similarity that I found among all three classrooms was calm and non hurried approach each teacher took to teaching, making the events of the day flow naturally together. Even in third grade where there was so much to be done in a day, I really admired Mrs. Catherman's calm, clear, and collected way of explaining directions, a concept, and especially in transitioning the class from one activity to the next. The same was true in my observations of Mrs. Bardo and Mrs. Jamieson (my cooperating teacher). Each of these teacher's had a clear idea of what they needed and wanted to accomplish with their students each day, and were able to set the tone for a calm yet serious work environment. Making my teaching and connections with my students as natural as possible is one characteristic that I wish to emulate in my own classroom. In addition to this, although these three teachers each had their own personal classroom management styles, something they all had in common was their ability to make the way they managed their classrooms and their unique, individual students look very smooth and were able to do so with minimal disruption. The simple and efficient ways these teachers ran their classrooms helped them to do all that needed to be done throughout the day so that all student needs could be met to the best of their ability. I think that this is especially important because after student teaching and seeing first hand all the additional responsibilities teachers have beyond lesson planning and teaching their students, I have come to realize the need for efficiency in terms of classroom routines, how time is spent, etc. so that a teacher can meet all these responsibilities. In lesson planning it is important to have creative lessons that engage students but also ones that don't over complicate the core objective(s) that are the purpose behind why the lesson is being taught in the first place. The teacher sets the tone for classroom environment and the environment in turn can either work to help or hinder a student's ability to learn. Making classroom management and classroom management techniques as natural a part of class life as possible is one characteristic I wish to replicate in my own future classroom.  

